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A Word from the Vicar

2007 has been a good year in the life of our

Churches. | have noticed the following:

% A greater wilingness to share
responsibility and work together

% A renewed confidence in sharing the
Good News of Christ

% An increased commitment through the
giving of time and money

% A growing depth in spirituality

% A reliance on prayer and God’s good
providence, rather than trying to do
everything in our own strength

% A greater depth to our worship and a
willingness to grow and change in
fellowship.

It is a great privilege to be the Vicar in this

Parish at a time of growth — however we

have lots of challenges ahead. These

include:

% Supporting our children work, but also
nurturing our young adults so that they
feel part of the Church Family.

% Keeping on raising huge amounts of
money for buildings without losing sight
of our main aims

% To make Christ known in our community
and supporting the ongoing ministry of
the Church

% Discipling new and established members
so that we have a ready supply of
workers, sidespeople, study group
leaders, pastoral visitors, PCC and action
group members, children and youth
workers, choir members, worship leaders
etc

« Finding ways to serve our community
and provide outreach opportunities to
show that we are still alive and kicking.

There is still much to be done. Let us be

thankful for all that God has done for us so

far, and prayerful and faithful as to what he
has in store for us in the coming year.

Rev. Michael Ridley

Introduction

This information is published as part of the
requirements of the Church of England
Regulations and Requirements of the
Charities Commissioners.

The Parish of St.Thomas, Stockton Heath is
in the Deanery of Great Budworth and is a

part of the Diocese of Chester. The Church
stands at the junction of London Road and
Ellesmere Road, Stockton Heath. It has a
daughter Church, St. Mary Magdalene’s,
which stands at the junction of Dingleway
and Bridge lane, Appleton.

Correspondence should be addressed to:
The Vicar, St. Thomas’ Vicarage, 91, Walton
Road, Stockton Heath.

The Parochial Church Council 2007

Vicar Rev. Michael Ridley
Curate Rev. Monica Thomson
Pastoral Assistant Rev. Helen Houston
Ex- Officio
Readers Herbert Hopkins

Christine Chapman

Elected Members

Church Wardens

Sue Burke

Michael Jackson

Deputy Church Wardens
Peter Speed

Ray Griffiths

Peter Banyard

Frank Starkey

Val Heywood

Deanery Synod Val Heywood

Treasurer Peter Chapman
Secretary Dorothy Carter
Members Maud Ellis, Sylvia Griffiths,

John Hankey, Michael Pennington, Janice
Rowlands, Warren Whalley,

Co-opted Frank Starkey, Jean Mercer, lan
Wilson.

The Work of the Parochial Church
Council

In 2007 The Parochial Church Council met in
January, March, May, July, September and
November. Standing Committee Meetings
take place two weeks before, when agendas
are set and a wide variety of matters are
discussed. Much of the time is spent on the
finances and running of the Churches, but
the PCC adheres to its aims and principles

concerning outreach and mission. Action
Groups hold their own meetings and report
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back to PCC meetings, for further discussion
and approval of plans.

Issues addressed include fundraising, social
activities, groups, ecumenical services, and
all possible ways of spreading the Word of
our Lord to all of the community and to
ensure news of His Work is heard wherever
possible.

The PCC is a hard-working group and
thanks go to all who have attended regularly.
New faces would be welcomed on the PCC
and anyone who would like to be involved
should speak to the Church Wardens,

We look forward to spreading the Good
News both now and in the future.

Dorothy Carter (Secretary)

Churchwardens Report

St. Thomas’ Church

A busy and exciting year has passed. The
Parish Survey provided us with valuable
data. Seventy four people completed the
questionnaire 50% of whom were over the
age of 65, there were twice as many women
as men and encouragingly 21% of all
respondents were new to our Church -
joining within the previous two years-
confirming the growth which we had
instinctively felt was occurring. 75% of
respondents were happy with the Services
most people enjoying the mix of traditional
with modern styles. 32% of the respondents
registered involvement in other church
organisations or activities. Many useful
suggestions have been or are yet to be
adopted — more involvement of children in
the music in our Church, new kitchen units,
planned changes to the entrance area and
créche, sidespeople marshalling at
Communion, a ‘Welcome leaflet’ and a photo
board to mention but a few. Recruitment of
sidespeople with an extension and
development of their role continues.

The Action Groups have successfully
embraced much of the day to day
management of our Churches, Church Hall
and fund raising. Within these groups and
the PCC Worship and Vision for our Parish
has received a much greater priority and
emphasis, with formal Bible Study informing
some of our PCC meetings. Our new service
booklets increase the variety in our worship
and the children’s booklets are an attempt to

involve them more fully and equally within
our worship. We are attempting to make the
first Sunday every month a true Family
Service incorporating different ideas and
styles. We have tried to actively involve
more people in worship by reading the
lesson and preparing the prayers. The Alpha
Course and the recent Lent House groups
have been a huge success satisfying an
obvious hunger for knowledge about our
Christian faith. We plan to expand this
important area of our Church life in the year
ahead.

Janet Mayo kindly availed us of her
expertise undertaking a Health and Safety
Risk Assessment in our Church. Identified
areas of concern have been addressed
including provision of a Food Safety and
Hygiene update by Fran Holloway. These
exercises will be repeated annually. Open
Church provides a wonderful interface
between Church and Community and an
opportunity to share our building and our
love of God with people beyond our
immediate congregation. All involved are to
be commended on the warm welcome,
comfort and solace provided to visitors. This
welcome is enhanced by the dedicated team
who clean and tidy our Church and decorate
it so beautifully with flowers. Pastoral work,
the Prayer Pyramid and team of Eucharistic
Ministers complement our outreach.
Confirmation of the offer of a grant worth
around £130,000 from English Heritage
towards work to address the dry rot in our
roof was received with great excitement.
There has followed frenzied activity to meet
their stringent requirements. | am pleased to
report that all the surveys are complete,
tenders received and the documentation will
be with English Heritage in good time for the
deadlines set. Work will commence in due
course and everyone’s patience and good
humour will be much appreciated! As a
Parish we have to find at least £50,000
towards the cost of this work which is only
the first stage in addressing the whole
problem, so there is much still to do.

We have also identified some necessary
major electrical repair and remedial work. It
is estimated this will cost £32,000 in total
with the most urgent items being completed
in May at a cost of £4,200. We have been
promised a donation toward this work from
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the Warrington District Masonic Group.
Under an ancient law relating to the
maintenance of public clocks we have
negotiated with Warrington Borough Council
to take over the cost of maintaining our
Church Tower Clock. The Parish Council
and SHARC have also given us donations
towards floodlighting the exterior of the
Church which we hope will be completed for
next winter. Maintenance and safety in our
graveyard remains a priority.

Recently everyone was asked to answer
three questions — for what purpose does our
church exist? What do you like most about
our church? What you would like to see
happen in the future? These forms have
been analysed and many of the comments
and ideas taken to Action Groups and PCC.
What impressed me most was a real feeling
of life, welcome and belonging in the
responses. There was a unanimous desire
for growth in the future and a particular hope
for an increase in young people. These are
the real challenges before us and | am
confident that by prayer, faithful devotion,
fellowship and real working together we can
meet these challenges and continue to serve
God in this Community.

On a personal note | would like to thank
everyone for all their love, support and hard
work over the last year, you are a very
special Church Family.

Sue Burke

Church Warden

St Mary Magdalene

This has been a very interesting and exciting
year at St Mary’s. We have seen a steady
increase in numbers in the congregation with
a number of new families establishing
themselves in the life of the Church over the
year. We have a thriving Sunday School with
a group of hard working and dedicated
Sunday School leaders. It is always an
exciting part of the service when the children
come to the front and tell us what they have
been doing. Our choir continues to be short
on numbers but long on quality and do a
great job each week in leading the singing at
our Sunday services. There is even a
rumour that there have been times at
Wednesday evening choir practice when
they have stopped gossiping long enough to
practice a hymn or two!

St Mary’'s Action Group and the
congregation have spent much of the year
discussing how we can best enhance the
environment of our Church. Recent visitors
to St Mary’s have been impressed with the
new wooden chairs. They are so comfy that
we no longer mind if Michael’'s sermons are
a bit long. Thanks to kind contributions the
bulk of the cost of these chairs has been
found from the congregation. We had a large
contribution of £1,000 and many others paid
for single chairs.

Plans are presently being prepared for some
major building work. This would include
bringing the area around the altar and choir
stalls down to floor level. At the other end of
the Church we plan to create a new entrance
off Bridge Lane; create a large, new room
that can be used for Sunday School and also
increase the number of rooms that can be
hired out; create new toilets, in particular a
disabled toilet. Julie Bennion and Dave
Caddell are working tirelessly in coordinating
the drawing up of plans and investigating
grant aid possibilities. When this work is
finished it will help to make St Mary’s a more
focal part of the local community.

M Jackson

Church Warden

Baptism

There were fifty-two Baptisms in our Parish
last year. Ably helped by Jean, Roz and
Monica, all parents came for a preparation
evening, where the real meaning of Baptism
was discussed and parents were
encouraged to become part of the
worshipping family. Dates were then
confirmed and a visit took place to the family
homes, by one of the clergy. Emily invited
children back to a morning service on their
anniversary — parents and children have
found this very encouraging and few, if any
declined the invitation. This coming year we
hope to recruit more “preparers” and to
encourage more families to come to Church
on a regular basis. The first Sunday of the
month is now an “All Together Communion”,
where the first part of the Service is more
family orientated and the service is much
shorter.

Rev. Michael Ridley



St. Thomas’ Sunday School

Sunday school is run by a team led by
Brenda Speed. Children from 3 years of age
are most welcome to come and join us. It is
very popular and in the last year our
numbers have grown considerably. Sunday
school takes place during the morning
service. We have lots of fun singing,
colouring, sticking, painting, drama, listening
to stories from the Bible and talking about
them. Children who come and join us all
enjoy themselves and some of them give a
little presentation at the end of the service to
the congregation.

On the first Sunday of the month children
and teachers sit together in church and join
in the all age service. The children are
involved in the service by doing readings,
prayers, singing taking the collection and
bringing the communion bread and wine to
the altar.

We also perform our annual Nativity play,
this year we performed Humph the Camel, a
great favourite with many members of the
congregation.

Every year we select our Rose Queen by
looking at attendance and age. This year it
was Lucille Whalley who was crowned at the
annual summer fair at St Thomas’ School.
Our children’s education and wellbeing is
very important as they are our future church.
Brenda Speed

St Thomas’ Choir

| have now completed 24 months back at St.
Thomas’. | wish to record my thanks for the
attendance of current members of the choir
and their hard work during the Sunday
services. The return of Evensong has given
the choir the opportunity to sing psalms and
responses once more, which the choirs from
both churches have enjoyed.

Needless to say, | am always looking for
new people to join the choir to help fill those
choir stalls. Please feel free to approach any
member of the choir or myself if you are
interested. The ability to read music or past
experience of choral singing is not a
prerequisite.

Tony Whittaker

Director of Music

ST Thomas Church Hall

St Thomas’ Church Hall is now proving to be
an important and integral part of the
community. It is used every day and most
evenings by a diverse cross section of the
community. Groups use the Hall on a weekly
basis throughout the year and there are also
many bookings made on a “one-off’ basis.
We express our thanks to those who use the
hall and treat it with respect.

We were sorry to say goodbye to caretaker
Patrick Mullee, who left us in the autumn and
we would like to thank him for his hard work
and input, and wish him well for the future.
However we are pleased to welcome the
very capable Colin Dakin, who has taken
over the caretaking duties. Colin is settling
into the role very well and we look forward to
a long and happy working relationship with
him.

We would like to express our thanks to John
and his team from the probation service for
all the work they do towards maintaining the
Hall and grounds. Thanks also to those who
give their time and effort towards the
conservation of the building.

A successful grant application was submitted
to WREN (Waste Recycling Environment
Ltd) and we have been awarded a grant of
£40,000:00 towards  the necessary
underpinning work. This work is to be done
during May, and we have been assured that
this will not disrupt the running of the Hall.
Following this, applications are to be made
to other funders to complete the rest of the
essential refurbishment to ensure that the
Hall remains a safe and welcoming venue
for the whole community.

St Thomas Hall Management Group is a
strong hardworking committee and thanks
go to all who work so hard to make the Hall
such a successful venture. With all this effort
the Hall will continue to be a vital asset to
the community.

Dorothy Carter

Chair Church Hall Committee

Church Hall Bookings

The Hall is proving to be a popular and busy
venue. It is used on a regular basis by
guides, brownies, mature movers and many
other community groups. The hall is used for




one off events, such as dances, quizzes,
book sales and recently a ceileidh. The hall
is available to groups throughout the
community for a large variety of reasons and
the numbers of people using the hall is
growing steadily. Thanks to all concerned for
their continued support.

Maud Ellis (Bookings Secretary)

Fundraising Action Group

The group’s original members, Peter
Chapman, Sue Burke, Mena Wood, and
Gillian Banks were joined during the course
of the year by lan Wilson and Denise and
Vic Charlesworth.

We have had a very successful year in
initiating a number of major fund-raising
events in the Parish — The Millionaire
evening in January, the Lent Challenge
during February and March and the Auction
of Promises in September. In total these
events raised £7,251 and we are grateful for
the support and generosity shown by
members of our congregations and the wider
community.

In addition the group co-operated closely
with St Thomas’ School in putting on the
joint Summer Fair in June and Christmas
Fair in November. The Parish’s share of the
proceeds from these fundraising events was
£3,260

Peter Chapman

Social Committee

The Social Committee has organised the

provision of refreshments for the Church

Events listed below throughout 2007.

s Shrove Tuesday with pancakes and
entertainment)

% The Summer Fair

% Harvest and the Launch of Friends of St
Thomas’ when we were pleased to
welcome The Bishop of Chester, Lord
and Lady Daresbury, The Mayor of
Warrington and other dignitaries.

% The Christmas Fair.

The Social Committee will continue events,

both fundraising and non fundraising,

throughout the coming year, and we would

like to take this opportunity to thank all the

Church Members who have contributed

cakes, quiches and sandwiches for all these
events.
Sylvia Griffiths

Fair Trade

Fair Trade is an alternative way of trading
which challenges the exploitation of the poor
by demonstrating that trade with the Third
World can and should be based on justice,
concern for people, and care for the
environment. FAIR 4 ALL, from its stall in
Warrington Market, sells a variety of fairly-
traded products from around the world. This
year fashion shows at various churches
around Warrington will take place in the two
weeks from June 9™. More details will be
provided nearer the time. Several members
of our two churches help regularly as
volunteers.

A stall selling mainly foodstuffs and
stationery is available permanently at St
Thomas’ and from time to time at St Mary’s.
Stalls are also available at other Church
events such as the Christmas Fairs. In
addition to the goods available at these
events other items, including Christmas
cards and a variety of handcrafted goods,
can be purchased during the lead-up to
Christmas and at other times by special
order.

If you would be interested in helping with our
activities please contact Jean Atherton at St
Thomas’, Diz Banyard at St Mary’s, or phone
FAIR 4 ALL on 01925 415121.

Diz Banyard

Christian Aid

Our churches support the Stockton Heath
Christian Aid Committee which organises the
local house to house collection that takes
place in May every year. Last year our
churches collected £1797 during Christian
Aid Week. The Committee also organises a
service on the evening of the first Sunday of
Christian Aid Week. The Committee is
always pleased to have new members and is
presently seeking a new Treasurer. We are
always very happy to welcome new
collectors to help us cover the locality.

If you would like to become more involved in
the work of Christian Aid please contact Sue
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Burke at St Thomas’ or Diz Banyard at St
Mary’s.

The Warrington Committee organises a
wider range of fund raising and campaigning
events and we would be pleased to put you
in touch with them if you would like to hear
more.

Diz Banyard

Friendship Group

The Friendship Group continues to meet in
the Church Hall on the second Wednesday
of each month. Unfortunately our numbers
are decreasing and we could only manage
eight members at our last two meetings. It
was a great pity as at the February meeting
Jennifer and Tony Warburton had gone to a
lot of trouble to fill the hall with Scouting
equipment and memorabilia to celebrate 100
years of Scouting.

Stockton Heath Methodist Church has been
very helpful with our programme planning for
this year with the Reverend Mark Cole
speaking in September. Kate Potts talked
about work done at a Russian orphanage
and helped us to keep fit in January.

We had our annual afternoon tea in July,
which helped us to raise funds, and we
enjoyed a Christmas Lunch at Statham
Lodge, with Monica being able to join us.
Our members continue to enjoy helping at
the Praise and Play meetings. We also serve
tea and coffee after the Thursday morning
service.

Regular donations are made to help
member, Jean Mercer, with all the good
work she does with the Church flowers. We
were also able to help with the cost of the
new cushions for the chairs in the Lady
Chapel.

For the present we will continue to meet but
the question is “for how long?”

Joan Gerrard

Banner Group

We've made a nice gentle start and
completed our sets of mini banners (six for
each Church) on the theme of the Lord's
Prayer. Along the way we've learnt
bondaweb applique, buttonhole stitching,
origami fabric flowers and

how to make and apply your own bias
binding. See if you can spot these elements
in the banners, and if it all sounds more
intriguing than scary, come along to one of
our meetings and join us as we start our next
project.

Joanne Ridley and the Banner Group

Friends of St Thomas’

On 8™ October 2007 Friends of St Thomas
was launched at a Celebration Choral
Evensong. It was a festive occasion
attended by the Bishop of Chester, the Right
Reverend Peter Forster, Lord and Lady
Daresbury, the Mayor of Warrington, Mrs
Celia Jordan and Consort and local parish
representatives. Junior Wire Brass added
youth and colour to the celebrations and all
enjoyed refreshments afterwards — a true
community affair!

The initiative is aimed at involving the whole
village in our work and concerns and it is the
first broad outreach event in recent years.
Friends of St Thomas objectives are twofold.
Firstly to make a significant input into the
village life by our involvement with both
people and village affairs; secondly by
raising funds to ensure that we can provide
the essential financial support for English
Heritage Grants, which are needed to rid the
Church of dry rot, repair the leaky roof, and
make the tower safe from falling masonry.
We are starting to meet the first objective by
opening the Church daily. The second
objective has begun slowly but positively.
We are asking £5 per month for three years
or any means of subscribing to suit the
convenience or purse of potential members.
However you consider your membership,
rest assured that you will be a most welcome
member of Friends of St Thomas.

The organisers are particularly keen to
involve local businesses and people who
care about the village and its traditions. This
may include the following:

X Those who wish to see St Thomas
Church in the village for future
generations

x Those who would like the Church
available for family or civic occasions
or have used the services offered
although not worshipping there
regularly



x Those who ,while not supporting the
ministry would like to support the
upkeep of the beautiful building

X Those who see the Church as part of
the rural scene and wish to ensure its
continued use and existence

x Visitors who enjoy the Church’s
beauty, history or architecture and
would like to create or maintain a link

x Those who have past or present
family ties in the parish or who have
been pleased to use the Church in the
past and have moved away.

It is hoped that the initiative will be a village
celebration to bring about a bonding of the
community, particularly between generations
and to stimulate youth involvement and
activities.

Michael Farrow

Open Church

In my article in the December “Parish
Matters” | explained how the Church had
been open every day during 2007, including
Bank Holidays, and how the number of
visitors had been increasing.

While a large number of visitors stay for tea
or coffee, a sizeable minority come in simply
to sit quietly for a while or to light a candle.
About 120 visitors per week come into our
Open Church. Many are local people who
are out shopping, visiting the doctors’
surgery or who have arranged to meet one
of our welcomers for a coffee and a chat.
Others are from further afield, perhaps
former members of our church who have
moved away or people interested in
consulting our registers. We have been
delighted to welcome visitors from as far
away as Germany, Canada, China, New
Zealand and Australia!

During the year, 28 welcomers have been in
Church to receive our visitors. At times,
however, we have needed more volunteers
to cover for unavoidable absence and to
ensure a friendly welcome for our visitors. If,
in the future, we are able to increase the
number of our regular welcomers, we hope
to be in a position to remain open over
lunchtime and into the early afternoon, thus
ensuring greater prominence for our Church
in the village.

The treasurer's report will show that
£2,203.89 was taken during the year. In
addition the revenue from the sale of
candles was £378.45, compared with
£149.17 during 2006. This increase reflects
the additional hours available for private
prayer and the lighting of candles. So far this
year both the number of visitors and our
income have doubled. The “Fair Trade”
sales have also increased, as shown in Jean
Atherton’s report in “Parish Matters”.

Finally, |1 would like to thank Michael and all
our helpers for their interest and support to
date.

Derek Hill -Willis

Electoral Roll March 2008

There were 241 names on the old electoral
roll closing in March 2007. In April 2007 a
completely new electoral roll (to last six
years) was opened and presently there are
198 entries. Sadly two members died and
two more left the district. The remaining
variance is due to people who were on the
list solely for marriage purposes not re-
registering and also a number of people still
attending Church not yet having re-
registered.

Frances Mountain

Electoral Roll Officer

Parish Fellowship

The fellowship continues to meet each third
Tuesday 8.00pm at St. Mary Magdalene's
Church. This year our numbers have
increased slightly, but we will still be pleased
to see new faces. We had a number of
interesting speakers ranging from the ins
and outs of "Deal or No Deal" with our T.V
celebrity Barbara Toft, to stories of
Chernobyl Children's Lifeline from Julie
Bennion. During the year donations were
made to the Talking Newspaper for the blind
and partially sighted, Russian Orphanages,
Chernobyl Children's Lifeline and Wells for
Africa, representatives from each had kindly
given us informative but also entertaining
talks.

Frances Mountain

Fellowship Secretary



Praise and Play

Praise and play is still very well attended
and, although the numbers of children may
vary from week to week, we have seen up to
eighteen little ones visit us. We meet in St.
Thomas’ Church on Wednesday afternoons,
from 2:00 pm until 3:00pm, during term time.
We enjoy singing, story time, making lots of
noise with musical instruments - Our Band,
and making pictures to take home. We end
with a cup of tea and a chat. The Teddy
Bears’ Picnic, which takes place during the
summer, in the Vicarage Garden, always
has a good turnout and the children have
lots of fun, thanks to Joanne and Michael.
The weather has been kind to us. Thanks go
to Herbert, Ruth and the Ladies of the
Friendship Group for their help and support.
Gwen Mason

Girls’ Friendly Society

The GFS is open to girls with a commitment
to Christian Fellowship and we meet every
Tuesday from 7:15pm in the church Hall.
Christianity, being the cornerstone of the
GFS, forms the foundation upon which our
belief and aims are based. Being part of an
International Christian Society, the girls can
learn about GFS in other countries, their
cultures, and their problems.

This year Faye Holloway was crowned GFS
Queen at the annual summer Garden party
and Fair held at St Thomas’s School. The
girls entertained the crowds with our
maypole dancing.

This year the group have been working hard
to put on the annual show including the One
Act Panto - Rumpled Beauty and songs from
the shows. This not only involves girls from
the GFS but children from school and the
local community.

Jean Mercer

Deanery Synod

St Thomas and St Mary Magdalene are in
the Great Budworth Deanery, with the Rev.
Elaine Hall as Rural Dean. Deanery Synod is
made up of representatives from all the
PCC'’s in the deanery. This last year, Val

Heywood has been our representative on
the Deanery Synod, which has met on four
occasions. Speakers have talked on such
varying subjects as Saving the Prodigal,
Prison Ministry, Faith Trails and Rural
Ministry. This coming year, we need to elect
three people onto the Deanery Synod. By
being elected they would automatically
become members of the PCC.

Any volunteers?

Michael.

Rev. Helen Houston

It has been lovely to welcome Helen back
into our fellowship — actually she never really
left bur recently she was licensed by Bishop
Keith, so now she is officially Pastoral
Assistant to our Parish.

Her time is very precious as she is the
Chaplain at St Rocco’s and we are all
grateful for her input and experience.

Please pray for Helen, David, Jamie and
Sam.

Michael

Pastoral Care

Our pastoral care team consists of a small
number from both churches who commit
ourselves to regular visiting, praying for,
taking Communion to or caring in other ways
for those who have become housebound, or
bereaved, ill or troubled in any way, and who
would like to be contacted. We try to meet
monthly after Monday morning prayer with
Michael to receive names, discuss where we
are up to and where we think we should go
and to pray for those who have long term
sicknesses or disabilities.

At one of these meetings we discussed the
idea of bringing all those who receive
Communion at home to a short informal
Communion Service in church, with Michael.
We sent out invitations and had the first of
these services one Friday afternoon after
Easter, followed by afternoon tea at the back
of the church. People so enjoyed the
fellowship of being together and worshipping
together that we arranged for another
service in August, which can be a lonely time



for some of the elderly, and another just
before Christmas.

Those on the Prayer Pyramid continue to
pray every day for people and their families
who are in crisis situations. It is rewarding
when people send us up-dates or thanks for
healings and recoveries.

Our Commemoration Service was held at All
Soul’s tide. As always it was well attended
by young and old, families and individuals
whose loved ones had died recently or many
years ago.

There is a general recognition within our
congregations that we all need healing from
past hurts, memories, and experiences as
well as from physical ills that affect our lives.
At our Healing Service most people
remained at the altar after Communion to
receive the laying on of hands and prayer.
We were privileged to have Alan and Gill
Davies from the Methodist Church at our
Caring and Sharing Service and supper to
share their life-changing experiences of the
Tula Project. Earlier in the year they and
several members of their church had gone
out to Russia to help transform one of their
orphanages into a home where children
could be nurtured spiritually, mentally and
physically.

One of our members designed a new card to
send out with a picture of a candle burning in
the Lady Chapel of St Thomas’ and the
words, ‘I lit a candle for you in St Thomas’
Church’

The candle represents the Light of Christ
shining into a troubled situation through love
and prayer — and that is the essence of what
we are about.

The pastoral care team is just a small part of
the whole caring church. Please let us know
if you would like us to contact someone for
whom you are concerned.

Christine Chapman

10



